
 

 

Date of Admission:  
2 Apr 1990 

First Signed Bar Roll:  
26 May 1994 

Date Appointed Silk:  
25 Nov 2013 

Qualifications:  
BEc, LL.M, LL.B, DiplCArb (CIArb, London) 

Profile:  

Acknowledged by Doyle's as one of Australia's leading senior counsel in arbitration, 
construction and infrastructure. 

 

General Experience: 

Articles at Freehill Hollingdale & Page: 1989. 

Practiced thereafter at Freehills until coming to the Bar in 1994. 

Principal areas of practice: Oil and Gas; major building and construction; Trade 
Practices and Australian Consumer Law; commercial law; class actions; insolvency; 
banking; company; equity; administrative; revenue; and major torts. 

Co-author of “Doing Business in Australia”: Mathew Bender and “Halsbury’s Laws of 
Australia” Title on Mortgages: Butterworths and author of various articles. 

Lecturer equitable remedies Master of Laws Melbourne University. 

Tutor in Trust Law Monash University. 

Chair of the Victorian Bar's International Arbitration Committee  

Member of the Victorian Bar's Alternative Dispute Resolution Committee 

  

International Arbitrations 

For Saipem in relation to $1.8B Gas Plant construction claim 
 



For China Petrochemical Corporation (Sinopec) in relation $180m dispute in respect 
of a floating storage and off loading facility. 

For APC Marine in relation to $40m arbitration in respect of a salvage claim. 

For Woodside Petroleum in relation to a dispute over a drilling rig. 

For Generation Victoria (formally Gas & Fuel Corporation of Victoria) against ESSO 
and BHPP in relation to the pass on of Petroleum Resource Rent Tax. 

For SECV against Esso and BHPP in relation to the pass of Petroleum Resource 
Rent Tax 

For Esposito Holdings in a $70m sale of business dispute with a Chinese purchaser. 

For Origin Energy in a $26m in a delay and disruption claim relating to oil and gas 
drilling program. 

For Praemium Limited in relation to a $7m software development claim against a 
Chinese bank 

For Malaysian Airlines in relation to a dispute with an Australian airline. 

Other Major Litigation: 

For Lanco Infratech Ltd and Griffin Coal against Perdaman Chemicals and Fertilisers 
in relation to $3.5 bil claim arising out of a coal supply agreement. 

For Apache Fertilisers against Oswal in relation to a $500m claim arising out of a 
share sale agreement. 

For Apache Energy Ltd and Apache Northwest Pty Ltd against Alcoa in relation to 
$180m claim arising out of a failure to supply gas. 

For Apache Energy Ltd in relation to litigation and investigations arising out of an 
explosion at its Varanus Island facility in 2008 that disrupted 35% of Western 
Australia’s supply of gas. 

For the Schiavello Group in a $350m construction dispute with its JV partner. 

For Exova Warrington fire in relation combustibility of cladding for the Royal 
Womens’ Hospital. 

For TDK Sports Taekwondo in relation to a dispute as to its membership of the 
Australian Olympic Committee, International Olympic Committee and the World 
Taekwondo Federation. 

For BHP Billition (Bass Strait) Pty Ltd against the Commissioner of Taxation in 
relation to the assessment of Petroleum Resource Rent Tax. 

For Lloyds of London in relation to various insurance disputes. 

For the Legal Professional Practice Board in relation to professional negligence 
claims made against solicitors. 

For insurers of Australian Financial Services License holders against various claims 
made by their clients. 

For TAB Corp in relation to a dispute with the Victorian Racing Authority and 
Greyhound Racing Victoria over licensing fees. 



For Lake Oil Ltd in relation to a dispute with the Victorian Government over a 
retention lease. 

For JM Kelly (Project Builders) Ltd in a $50m construction dispute with the Toga 
Hotel group. 

For Gas & Fuel Corporation of Victoria against a subsidiary of Hudson Conway Ltd. 
in relation to the termination of the contract to build a new head office building for the 
Gas & Fuel Corporation, damages claim $150M. 

For Pacific Dunlop Limited against Maxitherm Boilers Pty Ltd in relation to the 
explosion of autoclave which destroyed a Pacific Dunlop factory in Bayswater. 

For Nichicon (Singapore) Pty Ltd against Pacific Dunlop Limited in relation to the 
supply of components for 50,000 emergency lighting units supplied between 1984 
and 1988. 

For Gascor against Mr. Ellicott in relation to a dispute relating to the removal of Mr. 
Ellicott as an arbitrator in an arbitration between Gascor, Esso and BHPP. 

For the Tobacco Institute of Australia against Mrs. Cremona in litigation related to a 
claim that tobacco caused her emphysema. 

For Kvaerner Ltd. against John Holland Construction in a $13M dispute in relation to 
the design of a floating storage and off-loading facility known as the Cossack 
Pioneer operating off the coast of Western Australia. 

For Telstra against QAI and Southern Cross Telco, in a $50M dispute related to the 
provision of wholesale telecommunication services to resellers in Australia. 

For Lurgi against Austa Queensland in relation to a $5M dispute related to the 
construction of a Queensland power station. 

For the Commissioner of Taxation in relation to a dispute with a taxpayer as to the 
collapse and repatriation of $2.3Bil of offshore income to Australia. 

For the Commissioner of Taxation against ANZ Banking Group Ltd. in relation to a 
$90M assessment of a scheme involving the sale of annuities to obtain a tax benefit. 
The dispute ultimately resolved by the High Court. 

For Coles Myer Ltd. in relation to a dispute with Bryan Quinn involving the breach of 
his duties as a director to the company and the misuse of company assets. 

For Southern Energy (Shajiao C) Ltd. in a US$610M dispute with Alstrom Power 
Plant Ltd., Slipform Engineering Ltd. and CE International China Inc. in Hong Kong 
that related to the construction of a power station in Guandgong province in the 
Peoples Republic of China. 

For the consortium that acquired the Loy Lang A power station in Victoria against the 
Commissioner of Taxation in a dispute involving the taxation of the $750M sale and 
leaseback structure used to acquire part of the power station. 

For Christopher Corrigan and Robert Dunn, both directors of Patrick Stevedore, in a 
dispute with the Maritime Workers Union that related to the restructuring of the 
stevedoring businesses controlled by Patricks. 



For Patricks Stevedore in a dispute with the International Transport Workers 
Federation in England in relation to the international black banning of ships that used 
Patrick Stevedoring’s services in Australia. 

For Department of Premier and Cabinet and the Department of Justice that related to 
various freedom of information applications to obtain documents in matters, 
including: 

· the reorganisation of the Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions in Victoria; 

· the Privatisation of the provision of ambulance services in Victoria by Intergraph; 

· the privatisation of the prison system in Victoria; 

· the privatisation of the provision of community services in Victoria; 

· the incentive payments made to the permanent secretaries to the departments of 
the Victorian government; 

· the introduction of automated ticketing systems for public transport in Victoria. 

For Esso in relation to events following an explosion and fire at the Longford Plants 
in Victoria in September 1998, which supplied 97% of Victoria’s needs for natural 
gas, including acting at: 

· the Coroner’s inquest into the death of workers caused by the fire; 

· the Royal Commission in the Incident; 

· the class action against Esso Australia Ltd: Claim $3 Bil. 

For Southern Energy Hong Kong against Clifford Chance in the High Court, London 
in relation to a US$90M for professional negligence. 

For TBI Pty Ltd the supplier of plant to co-generation facilities at Victoria Public 
Hospitals in relation to a dispute 

· with Fletcher Construction the D&C contractor in respect of a $140mil claim; 

· with its insurers in respect of that claim 

· with its broker in respect of that claim. 

For Mirant Asia-Pacific in a dispute with Ove Arup & Partners (Hong Kong) Ltd in 
Hong Kong and in the High Court in London for a US$62 claim in relation to the Sual 
Power Station in the Republic of the Philippines. 

For Transfield Pty Ltd and Obayashi Corporation for a $200 mil dispute as against 
the designer’s of the tunnels involved in the City Link Project. 

For the Victorian Department of Infrastructure in a dispute with Multiplex for a $7 mil 
claim that related to the Victorian Net Ball Centre. 

For Coles Myer Ltd in a dispute with a former director, Miller, in relation to $11 mil 
wrongful dismissal claim. 

 

Class Actions 



For Domino’s Pizza in claim for under-award payments to the employees of its 
franchise operators 

Manus Island refugee group proceeding for G4S as defendant. 

Killmore - Mickleham bushfire class action for Homewood Consulting as defendant. 

Australian Olives group proceeding (managed investment scheme) for the 
defendant. 

Concept Sports group proceeding (misleading prospectus and market non-
disclosure) for the defendant. 

Deakin Financial Services group proceeding (Westpoint financial product litigation) 
for the defendant. 

Melbourne Market Authority group proceeding (tenants of Melbourne markets) for 
the defendant. 

Centro group proceeding (market non-disclosure) for a defendant. 

T-Systems Australia group proceeding (product liability) for the defendant. 

MUA v Patricks group proceeding for a director defendant. 

Longford Gas explosion group proceeding for Esso as defendant. 

 

 


